THE MODERN HOUSE

London SE21

£2,595,000 Freehold Ferrings

Considered by many to be the finest of the revered Dulwich
Estate’s modernist schemes, Ferrings, along with Tollgate
Drive, was built to a design in the 1960s by renowned
architects Victor Knight and Manfred Bresgen of Austin
Vernon &amp; Partners. This particular four-bedroom
house has, in recent years, been the subject of a brilliant
intervention for current times by Williams Griffiths
Architects, reimagining volume, circulation and materiality
within, injecting light throughout and maximising
interactions with surrounding garden spaces. The private
walled garden has been beautifully landscaped and planted
to designs by Declan Buckley, serving as a wonderful year-
round backdrop to the masses of glazed outlooks.
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The Tour

The house is situated mid-way along Ferrings, on a private
no-through road off the tree-lined College Road. Outside,
there is off-street parking for two cars. The long approach to
the house is via a paved walkway flanked by the former
garage space and beds of evergreen grasses. Its culmination
is in a private courtyard, arranged around a mature magnolia
tree with glazed sections left and right, and an unusually
wide front door ahead.

Entry is to a roof-lit hallway, defined by a wall of bespoke
plywood joinery. A view is immediately presented through
to the rear where a mass of floor-to-ceiling glazing frames
the tiered garden beyond. A double-height space lies
beneath the mono-pitch roof section of the open-plan living
spaces, retaining its original pinewood panelling. To its side,
the ceiling returns to normal height, offering a
comparatively intimate setting for a study and reading area
where a desk and shelving have been built in.

Engineered oak floorboards run underfoot, and there is hot-
air heating throughout, except in the bathrooms and studio,
which have underfloor heating. The roof itself has been
recently replaced by the current owners and many of the
interior surfaces, joinery and materials, including bathrooms,
have been renewed in recent months.

The study, kitchen and dining space form a galley in parallel
with the entrance walkway and lobby. Large skylights frame
passing clouds and pour light onto the polished concrete
and custom plywood surfaces. Appliances are by Miele, and
there is a Zip boiling water tap and purified cold-water
system. There are two pull-out larder cupboards and swathes
of overhead shelving.

A built-in dining banquette and sofa lie at the western end
of the kitchen, cleverly concealing a wealth of storage and
topped with custom-made upholstery by Danish textile
manufacturers Kvadrat. Glazed sliding doors open to the
front courtyard to serve as an overspill for dining in the
warmer months.

All four bedrooms are zoned on the opposing wing of the
house. The main bedroom has excellent proportions, with a
window looking onto the garden, and access through a
glazed door to a private section of the decked terrace. There
London, South London is a walk-in dressing room with open-plywood wardrobes,
£2,595,000 Freehold flexible hanging rails, shelves and draws, in addition to
underfloor storage for shoes or boxes. Its en suite shower
room is clad in slate-grey tiles with chrome fixtures and a
heated towel rail.

There are three further bedrooms, one of which is currently
configured as an office. The bedrooms each have a skylight,
integrated blinds and bespoke full-height wardrobes. The
office space has a custom built-in shelving and desk system
with further storage. There is also a large family bathroom
along the northern wall, clad in neutral ceramic tiles.
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A concealed door from the second bedroom leads to a
hallway where full-height glazed doors slide open to the
courtyard. From here, a secret door, cleverly disguised
behind textured brick slips, leads to a wet room and utility
space with a sink. The bathroom is clad in concrete tiles
with matt black fixtures and an overhead rain shower. A
skylight above the shower fills the space with natural light.

Beyond the hall, the former garage space has been converted
to create a fantastic and versatile studio; a perfect space for
work, yoga or use as a gym. There is a speaker system in the
ceiling, a weight-bearing bar for hanging exercise
equipment and air-conditioning. Floor-to-ceiling cupboards
at the rear provide storage. Along with a roof light overhead,
a glazed wall illuminates the space and is partly concealed
behind a gravity-defying floating brick wall. Behind the oft-

street parking is concealed bin and bike storage.

Outdoor Space

Full-height glazed doors open from the living area and main
bedroom to reveal an expansive, east-facing garden,
designed to provide interest all year round. Declan Buckley
has created a stunning landscape, with paved walkways and
seating areas nestled within. A millboard decked area at the
front has been installed to seamlessly transition as an
extension of the living space. Stone pathways connect to
hidden spaces between the planters and a sunken
trampoline. There are a number of electricity points and an
outside water tap. A west-facing decked courtyard lies at the
front of the house.

London, South London
£2,595,000 Freehold The Area
The College Road Estate is arguably the most

architecturally accomplished within The Dulwich Estate.
Positioned on a gentle slope, with curving roadways
surrounded by mature trees and open playing fields, the
staggered layout was designed to ensure privacy and
exclusivity, while maintaining a feeling of openness and with
access to the natural landscape.

Ferrings is brilliantly placed for the shops and restaurants of
Dulwich Village, which includes Gail’s, butchers The Proud
Sow and D. Village. The open spaces of Dulwich Park,
Belair Park and Sydenham Woods are on the doorstep, and
Crystal Palace is just a little further to the south.

The house is within the catchment area for Ofsted
‘Outstanding’ primary and secondary state schools as well as
some of the best private schools in London, including
Alleyn’s and James Allen’s Girls’ School. Dulwich College is
within five minutes’ walk.

Also in proximity is the internationally renowned Dulwich
Picture Gallery, famous for presenting some of the world’s
most celebrated artists, and the much-loved Horniman
Museum and Gardens in Forest Hill.
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Slightly further afield is Lordship Lane, home to a vast
number of independent shops, including Mons
Cheesemongers, Franklin’s delicatessen and the
Picturehouse Cinema.

Ferrings is a five-minute walk via a footpath to Sydenham
Hill station, which runs services to London Victoria (13
minutes), Blackfriars (20 minutes) and City Thameslink/
Farringdon (22 minutes). Connecting trains (via Sydenham)
will take you to Canada Water in 20 minutes and
Shoreditch High Street in 30 minutes.

Council Tax Band: G
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About

The Modern House is an estate agency that helps people
live in more thoughtful and beautiful ways. We believe in
design as a powerful force for good. Inspired by the
principles of modernism, we represent design-led homes
across the UK which celebrate light, space and a truth to
materials. Esquire credits The Modern House with
“rewriting the rulebook on estate agency” and GQ_voted us
“one of the best things in the world”.
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